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W E L C O M E
A D D I T I O N

T H O U G H T F U L D E S I G N F E AT U R E S H E L P S A
N E W H O M E F I N D I T S P L A C E I N A N E S TA B L I S H E D
E D I N A N E I G H B O R H O O D —A N D I N T H E H E A RT S O F
A Y O U N G , G R O W I N G FA M I LY.

Traditional divided-light windows
and a steeply pitched roof ensures
Ryan and Becca Tlustosch’s home
harmonizes with its surroundings.
An unpainted Douglas fir column—
likely reclaimed from a barn—nods to
Nordic architecture and the modern
personal style awaiting inside.
FA M I LY P HOTOGRAPH BY EL IESA JOHNSO N
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IN A NEIGHBORHOOD WHERE MOST NEW
HOMES ARE PAINTED EITHER WHITE OR
GRAY, RYAN AND BECCA TLUSTOSCH’S
HOME MAY, AT FIRST GLANCE, SEEM LIKE
A BIT OF A BLACK SHEEP. BUT ITS BLACK
EXTERIOR HAS BECOME ONE OF ITS
MOST ENDEARING QUALITIES.

“It’s what people comment on more
than anything else—how much they like
the color,” Ryan says. Black looks just
as good with green grass as it does with
snow, he notes, which makes sense considering classic homes in Germany and
Scandinavia inspired the choice.
Color was just one way the design
team ensured the home brought character to its Edina infill lot. Others include
a steep gable roof and low eaves—also

inspired by European homes—that
convey the look of a story-and-a-half
rather than a full two-story home. “We
don’t want to design oversized homes in
these older neighborhoods where they
can cast giant shadows over the adjacent
homes and yards,” says Colby Mattson,
lead designer and principal at Charlie &
Co. Design. The pitched roof means the
sun doesn’t need to be high to bring light
to neighboring homes, he says.

/
To balance pricier choices like the herringbone
PRO

TIP

wood floors and 10-foot-tall ceilings, Bill
Costello, project director with Elevation
Homes, suggested budget-friendly choices
elsewhere. Those included using standardsized Marvin Integrity windows rather than
custom windows and being resourceful in
finding bluestone remnant pieces left over
from another project for the fireplace.

Cabinet fronts conceal most
kitchen appliances. They
join Caesarstone quartz
countertops that stretch
down the sides of the island in
creating a tailored look. White
walls extend to the adjacent
living room (left) and dining
room (above), where color
comes through in furnishings
and art.
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This sensitivity is something Ryan,
the vice president and director of sales
at a consulting company, and Becca, the
chief financial officer at ad agency Mono,
picked up on while traveling in Europe—
particularly in Germany, where a good
friend lived. “What we noticed was that
on the exterior, homes fit the size, scale,
and look of older neighborhoods,” Ryan
says. “But you go inside and it’s thoroughly modern and up to date.”
And that’s exactly what it’s like when
you walk through their home’s front
door. An open plan lets you see through
the entire main level to the backyard,
maximizing natural light and views for
every room. Soffits define key spaces;
only a cozy sitting room (affectionately called the “away room” because
it’s away from the action) is set off with
walls. Ten-foot tall ceilings and an opendesign “floating” staircase maximize the
effect. So do white surfaces: All walls,
trim, built-in bookcases, and windows
are white, as are the countertops, backsplashes, and most of the cabinets in
the kitchen. The rest of the cabinets are
white oak. “It would have felt too cold

during our winters to have all white cabinets and white walls,” Ryan says.
The most striking wood feature, however, is the herringbone-patterned white
oak floor. “We would see those across
Europe and loved how they looked—
even with a modern interior, you get
this timelessness,” Ryan says. “It wasn’t
an inexpensive proposition because of
the labor involved, but we didn’t waver.
Everything else was up for debate, but
the floors were going to make it.”
Bill Costello, project director for
builder Elevation Homes, managed the
construction, including every last detail
for the floors built by Steve Belrose.

“TPERFECT
HE SPACE IS
FOR

SPENDING TIME
TOGETHER AS A
FAMILY, WHETHER
READING BOOKS OR
WATCHING A MOVIE
OR WATCHING THE
KIDS JUMP OFF THE
OTTOMANS PLAYING
NINJA WARRIOR.”

“He’s our wood flooring guru, and we
took a lot of time getting the stain color
perfect,” Costello says. “You can see the
huge presence it has on that main level
and it was critical we get it right.”
The floors are as durable as they are
beautiful. “For me, the most important
thing was making sure the house was
welcoming and that nothing was off-limits,” Becca says. “No one has to take their
shoes off.” And while the kitchen and
adjoining spaces comfortably accommodate parties, most of the time they only
need to suit the couple and their 3-yearold twins, Hannah and Zach. (They’re
expecting a baby girl in late summer.)
“The space is perfect for spending time
together as a family, whether reading
books or watching a movie or watching
the kids jump off the ottomans playing
Ninja Warrior,” Becca says.
Furnishings had to be family-friendly,
but interior designer Lucy Penfield also
ensured they were stylish. The green
Verner Panton dining room chairs, for
example, are a design classic but easy to
wipe clean. And the handmade Turkish
wool rugs from Aubry Angelo in the

PRO

Most evenings, the family unwinds on the great
room sectional sofa, right. The smaller “away
room” (opposite and above left) doubles as an
office with a spot for an avocado-green chair that
belonged to Becca’s grandfather. Just beyond,
a “floating staircase” made of Douglas fir treads
and metal railings (above right) leads upstairs.

// designer: Colby Mattson, Charlie & Co. Design, Ltd., 212 3rd Ave. N., Ste. 356, Mpls., 612-333-2246, charlieandcodesign.com // interior designer:
Lucy Penfield, Lucy Interior Design, IMS, Ste. 569, 612-339-2225, lucyinteriordesign.com // project director/builder: Bill Costello, Elevation Homes,
18312 Minnetonka Blvd., Wayzata, 952-449-9448, elevationhomes.com // for buying information: See the Resources Guide on page 62.
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To maximize sunlight without
sacrificing privacy, Colby Mattson,
lead designer and principal at
Charlie & Co. Design, placed an
oak wood grille on the opening
next to the front door. Clerestory
windows near the bookcases allow
even more natural light inside.

great room and “away room” are elegant
but resistant to spills. “I saw my role as
helping curate Ryan and Becca’s wish list
while adding a curve ball—a little bit of
surprise,” Penfield says.
Ryan calls it sophisticated yet playful, but Becca takes it a step further:
“Everything’s a jungle gym,” she says.
Come summer, activity moves from
indoors to out, where Hannah and Zach
join neighborhood kids every evening.
“We’re fortunate to have five 3-yearolds between four houses, and they’re
already running in a pack,” Becca says.
“You could say we’re pretty imbedded in
the neighborhood—and I feel like we’re
in it for the long haul.” ■
FAMILY P HOTO GRAP H BY E LIE SA J O HN SO N

