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ROOMS WITH A VIEW
Whether your retreat is in a cabin Up North or a screened porch out back,  

these nature-inspired indoor and outdoor rooms let you savor the best of summer. 
by  madison bloomquist  and l auren pahmeier

�ADD COMFORT 
The antique daybed 
speaks to the cabin’s 
1930s vibe. “It fits 
with the design, more 
so than a swing or 
a couch, and it’s a 
perfect nap spot,” says 
architectural designer 
Charlie Simmons.

CREATE A 
FOCAL POINT 
The fireplace is 
made with Argillite 
stone from northern 
Montana. “The 
color range gives 
it a great rustic, 
Old-World look,” 
Simmons says.

The wood beams and rustic 
furniture bring warmth 

to an otherwise open and 
airy space. Similar wood 

paneling and large windows 
spread through the rest of 

the cabin, contributing to its 
traditional-yet-modern look.

RUSTIC MODERN IN THE NORTHWOODS
When a repeat client family commissioned Charlie Simmons to design a new 
Western lodge–style cabin outside Hayward, Wisconsin, an inviting screen 
porch topped their list of requests. “They’re porch people,” says Simmons, 
founding principal of Charlie & Co. Design, Ltd. Three sides of floor-to-ceiling 
screens with roll-down shades (and no glass!) open up to the picturesque 
lake and woods surrounding the cabin, and a full masonry wood-burning 
fireplace brings warmth and texture to the otherwise open room. “It has an 
informal, cozy, relaxed feel,” Simmons says of the cabin—perfect for the 
young St. Paul family’s Northwoods hideaway.

PHOTOGRAPH BY COREY GAFFER
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CUSTOMIZE 
NOOKS
The top floor 
doesn’t have 
much space 
for décor, but a 
bunny-patterned 
wallpaper 
(March Hare by 
Jane Churchill) 
brings youth and 
character to the 
bunk wall. 

NORTHWOODS 
BUNK ROOM
The tiny 11-by-11-foot attic bedroom is a 
dream hideout for this Wisconsin family’s 
elementary-age daughters (from page 
32). Custom built-in bunks, designed by 
project manager Sara Whicher, take up 
more than one-third of the space.

design professionals 
page 32 (and bunk room, 
page 40): architecture: 

Charlie Simmons, Sara Whicher, and John 
Yau, Charlie & Co. Design, Ltd., 212 3rd 
Ave. N., Ste. 356, Mpls., 612-333-2246, 
charlieandcodesign.com // contractor: 
Randy Bjork Builders, LLC, 42630 Hwy. 
63, Cable, WI, 715-798-4324  // interior 
design: Spider Lake Trading Company, 
10566 Ranch Rd. N., Hayward, WI, 715-934-
3004, spiderlaketrading.com

page 34 (and powder room, page 41):
architecture: Peter Eskuche, Eskuche 
Design Group, 18318 Minnetonka Blvd., 
Deephaven, 612-296-7575, eskuche.us // 
contractor: Nor-Son Custom Builders, 
700 E. Lake St., Wayzata, 612-216-1800, 
nor-sonresidential.com // interior design: 
Annie Graunke, Studio M Interiors, 12955 Hwy. 
55, Plymouth, 763-717-8500, studiom-int.com

LIGHTEN UP
A single dormer 
window doesn’t 
let in much 
natural light, so 
Simmons wanted 
the room to be as 
white and bright 
as possible—an 
intentionally stark 
difference from 
the rest of the 
cabin.
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CUSTOMIZE 
NOOKS
The top floor 
doesn’t have 
much space 
for décor, but a 
bunny-patterned 
wallpaper 
(March Hare by 
Jane Churchill) 
brings youth and 
character to the 
bunk wall. 

NORTHWOODS 
BUNK ROOM
The tiny 11-by-11-foot attic bedroom is a 
dream hideout for this Wisconsin family’s 
elementary-age daughters (from page 
32). Custom built-in bunks, designed by 
project manager Sara Whicher, take up 
more than one-third of the space.

page 36: architecture: Jean Rehkamp 
Larson and Sarah Nymo, Rehkamp Larson 
Architects, 2732 W. 43rd St., Mpls., 612-285-
7275, rehkamplarson.com // contractor: 
Lucas Thorne Construction, 11013W State 
Rd. 77, Hayward, Wis., 715-462-9063, 
thornebuild.com  // interior design: 
Talla Skogmo Interior Design, 5100 Edina 
Industrial Blvd., Mpls., 952-746-2007, 
tallaskogmo.com

page 38: architecture: Charlie  
Witzke, TEA2 Architects, 2724 W. 43rd  
St., Mpls., 612-929-2800, tea2architects.
com // landscape design: David 
Kopfmann, Yardscapes, 8609 Harriet 
Ave. S., Bloomington, 952-887-2794, 
yardscapesinc.com // contractor: 
L. Cramer Builders + Remodelers, 5500 
Lincoln Dr., Edina, 952-935-8482, lcramer.
com // interior design: Sue Weldon, 
Harris Weldon Interiors

design professionals 
page 32 (and bunk room, 
page 40): architecture: 

Charlie Simmons, Sara Whicher, and John 
Yau, Charlie & Co. Design, Ltd., 212 3rd 
Ave. N., Ste. 356, Mpls., 612-333-2246, 
charlieandcodesign.com // contractor: 
Randy Bjork Builders, LLC, 42630 Hwy. 
63, Cable, WI, 715-798-4324  // interior 
design: Spider Lake Trading Company, 
10566 Ranch Rd. N., Hayward, WI, 715-934-
3004, spiderlaketrading.com

page 34 (and powder room, page 41):
architecture: Peter Eskuche, Eskuche 
Design Group, 18318 Minnetonka Blvd., 
Deephaven, 612-296-7575, eskuche.us // 
contractor: Nor-Son Custom Builders, 
700 E. Lake St., Wayzata, 612-216-1800, 
nor-sonresidential.com // interior design: 
Annie Graunke, Studio M Interiors, 12955 Hwy. 
55, Plymouth, 763-717-8500, studiom-int.com

ST. CROIX RIVER
BATHROOM 
Color and a trough sink make 
washing up more fun inside the  
St. Croix River home designed by 
Annie Graunke (from page 34). 

LIGHTEN UP
A single dormer 
window doesn’t 
let in much 
natural light, so 
Simmons wanted 
the room to be as 
white and bright 
as possible—an 
intentionally stark 
difference from 
the rest of the 
cabin.

PAIR 
PLAYFUL AND 
PRACTICAL 
Navy porcelain 
subway tile from 
Kate-Lo Tile & Stone 
is an easy surface 
to clean. The bold 
color pairs well with 
Kohler’s Brockway 
wall-mounted 
wash sink, which is 
painted in Spring 
Moss by Benjamin 
Moore.




