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SERENDIPITY

GLISTENING IN THE SUN

-

- The warm-hearted charm of this Wayzata home
inside the front door. Patterned leaded-glass wi
lend character to the alcove and a Barry Dixon b
supplies the perfect perch for the foyer. The stairca
makes a graceful entry into the space with its curved
landing and sculptural newel post. :




he location. The amenities. The lure of

low-maintenance lakeside living, Richard

was ready to leap. Deborah took some

convincing, Living just across the marsh-

land from the site, however, they were

already familiar with its many charms.
“We walked the property before any roads were in, and
thought it was incredibly beautiful” says Deborah. “In fact,
we walked it five or six times” Plus, she says, “T had so much
fun building the California house, I finally agreed it would
be fun to do another.”

Deborah and Richard connected with Jyland Distinctive
Homes of Wayzata, one of the custom homebuilders select-
ed to build in Locust Hills, as well as with Tea2 Architects of
Minneapolis. The design team coalesced around Dan Nepp,
principal in charge of the project, and Charlie Simmons,
who started the design as senior project manager as Tea2
and finished the project as principal of Swan & Simmons of
Minneapolis. (He’s now principal of Charlie & Co. in Min-
neapolis.) The team’s first order of business: choosing the
site. All agreed they wanted the last lot on a cul-desac, with
just one neighbor, marshland on two sides that will never
be developed, and a view of Gray’s Bay. Each Locust Hills
builder participated in a lottery for lot choices, and the luck
of the draw was with Jyland. They got their first choice.

The site determined, the design process got underway.
Richard knew exactly what he wanted: A house that looked
like it had been there forever, something that evoked a sense
of history in keeping with the remaining estate building,
now renovated and converted to a clubhouse. “We wanted
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the house to reflect a European style)” says Deborah. They
loved the warmth of the European Cottage and Arts and
Crafts styles, and the design that evolved has echoes of both,
with traditional materials on the exterior and surprisingly
open interior spaces. Wish list in hand, they moved quickly
through the design process with Nepp and Simmons, bring-
ing in designer Steven Reed Love of Egg & Dart in Palm
Desert, who'd worked with them on their California home.
The house was built in 11 months—remarkable for a project
of this scope. “This isa husband and wife who work well
together, trust each other’s opinion, like the same things,
and have an appreciation for creativity,” says Bob Carlson,
president of Tyland Distinctive Homes. “We make decisions
quickly” says Deborah. “We get it done”

Now empty nesters, with their son working on the West
Coast and daughter in college, the two noodled Sarah Susan-
ka's not-so-big approach—though at 5030 square feet, this
house is actually 500squarefeet larger than their old house
across the road. “We flunked downsizing” laughs Deborah.
But they knew what they wanted. Fresh from a more con-
temporary home, where they had replaced stark finishes
with maple and mahogany, the couple was determined that
this house would feel more like them from the get-go. Rich-
ard, in particular, wanted a sense of history reminiscent of his
childhood home in Pennsylvania.

Early on, the design team found a distinctive blue Corin-
thian granite for the exterior walls Quarried in upstate
New York—just across Lake Champlain from Burlington,
Vermont, where the couple had lived for five years—the
stone was exactly the historical East Coast reference Richard

OPPOSITE PAGE Avoiding the cold shoulder to the street that a garage can create, a cement-paver car court draws visitors toward
the recessed vestibule of glowing vertical-grain Douglas fir. Dormer windows above the entry allow diffused light inside during the
day. THIS PAGE French doors in the living room open to a terrace that overlooks the surrounding wetlands and Gray's Bay. Landscape
architect Kevin Keenan, president of Keenan & Sveiven Landscape Architecture in Minnetonka, designed a two-tiered terrace and a
clever arborvitae “fence” that maintains privacy without blocking views.
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wanted. Hand-selected for its gunmetal color and hori-
zontal veining, it established a cool palette, which meant
the exterior cedar paneling, millwork, and fascia needed
something warmer than the planned{or olive green, says
Simmons. Eventually, the team decided to enhance the
natural beauty of the wood with a tinted semi-transparent
cabinet stain called Sikkins. Five coats of stain later, Sim-
mons pulled up to a house literally aglow in the afternoon
sun and the admiring homeowners They loved it. “Tt looks
like my boat,” Richard told Simmons.

Other design decisions reinforce that curbside warmth.
There's no formal foyer—Deborah and Richard didn't
want one—instead, a custom-built console separates the
entry from the dining room. Light streaming in from the
window-lined southern exposure of the main level draws
you into the house and its open, airy rooms. A palette of
soft blues and greens gently reflects the surrounding woods
and water, making the transition from the outside environ-
ment to inside seamless. Most people, says Deborah, imme-
diately gravitate to the living room and its lovely views.

That large room, with casement-and-divided-light
windows wrapping two walls, is down a couple steps, If
anything can compete with the vista spreading beyond
the terrace outside the French doors, it's the storm-blue
Corinthian granite fireplace. The substantial floor-to-ceil-
ing stone, with a mantel of reclaimed cedar timber, is the
room’s focal point. An open archway leads into the formal
dining room, which opens, in tumn, to the sizable kitchen
and the den beyond. “From the exterior, you might expect
compartments, but there aren'’t a lot of walls on the inside;”
says Simmons “It’s all big, open spaces and windows!”

Pocket doors between the kitchen and den (with its
study alcove) can be closed for privacy. Except for the two
bedrooms on the lower level, designated the kids' level,
“We really live in all the rooms of this house,” says Debo-
rah. Her favorite is the seconddevel owners' suite, where
the couple wakes to the sights and sounds of Gray’s Bay
outside the bedroom’s barrel-roofed balcony. “I love waking
upand looking at the lake”

But her favorite feature remains what drew them here
to begin with. “I love the feel of property itself” she says.
“The developer is very mindful about protecting the land
and the habitat. There are deer, turkeys, even a bald eagle
hangs out by the lake. It's like living in the arboreturm.” NH

CHRIS LEE IS EDITOR OF MIDWEST HOME.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON FEATURED PRODUCTS AND SUPPLIERS, SEE PAGE 105.
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LEFT Cumaru flooring, used throughout the house, complements the kitchen’s cherry cabinetry,
reclaimed timbers, gold-tinged granite countertops, and stack stone backsplash. A large island
divides the kitchen into a cooking side, and a clean-up and food storage side, says Carver
cabinetmaker Peter Allen. BELOW, TOP The homeowners wanted great entertaining spaces,

and that’s what architect Charlie Simmons gave them. A spectacular Charles Pollack table of
Corinthian walnut is the centerpiece of the formal dining room, which is open to the kitchen and
just steps from the living room. BOTTOM Cherry bookshelves, also custom-built by Allen, double
as a bar during parties.
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